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A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by the revival and extension of Christian 


sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. WE BELIEVE that if our society moves vi 


igorously forward under the impulses of its Judaic-Christian 


traditions and concepts of truth, we will avoid the curse of violent change as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and 
democratic socialism is a revitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer _management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pensions or 


security out of production and other 


forms of applied Christian sharing. WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoici 
country is being influenced into the wrong, we would seek through 


democratic means to set our country right. WE HOLD this to be the 


when it is right 
© the highest 


but when authoritative evidence indicates 


service to patriotism and to God. 





“What Can I Do?” 


Because she thinks “it is impera- 
tive that the common people of the 
world know and understand one an- 
other,” Claudine Helbert, an office 
secretary in Pharr, Texas, has ex- 
tended her personal friendships all 
over the world. 

In 1944 she became acquainted 


| with some Jamaican farm workers; 


through them she visited Jamaica, 
met many Jamaicans—and learned 
how it felt to be stared at because 
HER skin was white. 


After the war she began to cor- 


respond with a German girl whom 
she later met on a trip to Europe— 
which she determined to make an 
adventure in friendship—and it was 
just that. In London she stayed at 
the English Speaking Union resi- 
dence; in Amsterdam, a Dutchman 
walked blocks out of his way to 
point out the U. S. Information Li- 
brary; in Copenhagen she worshiped 
in Gruntvig’s Church. On a small 
Swedish ship, she met the captain’s 
family and still receives charming 
Christmas cards from his little 
daughter; in France she visited the 
family of the president of the 
Seventh-day Adventist College. 
Miss Helbert is very proud of her 
two god-children acquired through 
her adventures in friendship, one 
in Germany, one in Jamaica. And 
she looks forward someday to meet- 
ing her friend-by-mail, Dolly of 


Madras, India. 


In her Texas community she is 
sponsoring a plan for local friends 
to exchange magazines with over- 
seas friends. In addition, she be- 


© longs to a group which has been 


meeting in different homes for the 


i* past S years, with guests from far- 
{ away lands. Guests have included 
i) 2 woman from New Zealand, an- 


| other who had been on a safari in 


Africa, a serviceman back from 
Hong Kong, and many others. “We 


@ feel that this firsthand information 
| better qualifies us to take a stand on 


world affairs and problems.” 


X-Ray and Forecast 


REATEST D&CISIONS IN HISTORY: Our readers have been kept 
informed, many months in advance of the general public, about the 
unlimited destructive power developing within the atomic weapons field, 
along with the swift development of guided missile warfare, news of 
which now fills the press daily. Thus we feel it is important that we now 
look into the future—at the new issues and points of tension. The many 
university and college professors, the other educators and clergymen who 
are among our readers—along with thousands of concerned laymen— 
must now proceed to cultivate the attitudes and understanding that will 
be needed if Christian truth is to influence coming decisions. 
MANKIND IS FACING THE GREATEST ADJUSTMENT IN 
HISTORY. All scientists are convinced of that. Within a few years, nu- 
clear power will have altered most of our modes of living. For instance, the 
use of atomic resources for the production of cheap and abundant energy is 
much nearer than realized. The public utility corporations, with billions 
invested in traditional power-equipment, are using all their political in- 
fluence to hold back nuclear power development; they need time to depre- 
ciate the old-line investments and to integrate the old system into the new. 


WITH NUCLEAR POWER harnessed for a submarine propul- 
sion and for airplanes, it will take only a few more steps of progress until 
atomic engines will be ready to invade all motor and engine fields. Scores 
of scientists are working intensively on projects aimed to develop sub- 
stitutes for the lead and cement shields now required around nuelear 
reactors. The secret substitutes used on the new U. S. atomic submarines 
and the new bomber engines are still too heavy for most plane motors, 
trucks and automobiles. When this bottleneck is broken, a new day in 
automotive power will be here, although petroleum corporations are busy 
using their great political and economic influence behind the scenes to 
prevent such innovations from wrecking the present tightly controlled 
gasoline and oil price structure. The great oil corporations have two tasks: 

To get their hands someway on the atomic engine business, 
and to organize the change-over from oil, as a fuel, to oil as a raw 
material source for unlimited chemical products of the future—and to 
accomplish all this without injury to the present price-profit oil investment 
structure. Since this involves the greatest fortunes extant in the world 
today—Rockefeller, Pew, Dutch Shell, Mellon, du Pont and other billion- 
aire citadels of finance—they won’t have much difficulty holding the line. 
These wealthy groups largely financed Eisenhower’s election, hence their 
able corps of lawyers have no trouble getting around Washington now. 

This situation is inherent in a capitalist system wherein the lever- 
age must naturally reside in the largest amounts of capital, until our cap- 
italism is still more widely distributed in the hands of the people, through 
multiple ownership, expanded cooperatives, etc. The only other alternatives 
would be to let atomic energy remain a state monopoly, as nuclear power 
has been so far in its development. But that would lead us straight to a 
state-controlled economy or socialism, with the loss of much economic 
freedom. Thus, the speed of transition into the atomic age depends more 
on economics and politics than on science. The atomic age is no longer a 
scientific problem — it is an economic problem. How can we save our 
scarce economy and our free capitalism from the onslaught of the new 


unlimited cosmic abundance? 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Towards A More 
Responsible Capitalism 


NEWS MONOPOLY: In many 
communities today one newspaper, 
under one ownership, controls all 
the news. Not only is there no com- 
petition, which would stimulate a 
wider coverage of news, but, with 
a few notable exceptions, the politi- 
cal and economic views of the pub- 
lisher permeate the atmosphere and 
attitudes prevailing throughout most 
of the paper. In many localities, 
the publisher also owns the largest 
radio outlet, thus the web of 
throught control is expanded. Be- 
cause the business leadership of 
many communities is likewise large- 
ly ultra-conservative, anti-labor, 
anti-liberal, favoring militaristic 
brands of patriotism, such an atti- 
tude in the press is acceptable to the 
more influential community leaders. 

But such a newspaper-radio man- 
agement often exploits the strangle- 
hold it has on advertising in the 
community. In Kansas City, Mo., 
the Times-Star corporation, which 
not only publishes the only news- 
papers in the area but also owns the 
largest radio-TV station, has through 
past years used many devices to 
force advertisers to place the bulk 
of their advertising budgets with the 
Times-Star press and radio monop- 
oly — or else. Some enterprising 
merchants, resisting the high-rate 
advertising monopoly, have attempt- 
ed to put on large advertising cam- 
paigns through other media where 
they could get more space and radio 
time for much cheaper rates. In 
retaliation, the Times-Star sought to 
bar the offending advertisers from 
the Times-Star media. 

Numerous suits have resulted and 
finally, after many complaints were 
filed with the Federal Government, 
the Federal court in Kansas City 
brought an indictment against the 
Times-Star corporation. The Federal 


grand jury of this court recently 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Responsible Capitalism 
(continued) 

found the Times-Star corporation 
guilty on both counts, charging an 
illegal monopoly of news and adver- 
tising in the K. C. area. The corpor- 
ation now seeks to secure a new 
trial before a court where the case 
will not be brought before a jury! 
If the multimillionaire monopoly 
can maneuver the case so the trial is 
held before a judge known for his 
conservative views, the chances of 
success will be greater than before 
12 Kansas City citizens. Many 
newspapers suppressed the report of 
this indictment. 

THOUGHT CONTROL: Educa- 
tors have complained that pamph- 
lets and other literature distributed 
by business corporations to students 
on university campuses contain 
clearly stated threats to independent 
thinking. One pamphlet which was 
widely circulated boldly advised 
“Personal views can cause a lot of 
trouble. Remember then to keep all 
of your opinions conservative. The 
‘isms’ are out.” 

The corporations have responded 
to the complaints of educators by 
revising the paragraphs on “personal 
viewpoints.” The new edition of the 
same pamphlet now reads: “You 
may have strong views about a lot 
of things, including religion, polli- 
tics, economics, business affairs. 
That’s fine. The world needs differ- 
ent viewpoints; blind conformity 
means stagnation. You won't get 
far unless you think for yourself. 
But personal views, if advanced with 
vehemence, bitterness or ridicule, 
can complicate your relationships 
with your fellow workers. Good re- 
lationships may share with energy 
and ability as aids to winning pro- 
motion. Furthermore, there is a 
time and place for everything. Ask 
yourself whether you would pay a 
man to debate during working hours 
on matters far removed from the 
work in hand.” 

While business leaders deserve 
praise for removing the grave of- 
fense against American traditions of 
freedom, Between The Lines has 
been informed that this correction 
was made at the insistence of young 
executives and personnel directors, 
with much resistance still existing 
among top executives. 

CIGARETTES AND DISEASE: 
Leading advertising agencies and 
some elements in the press and 
radio are endeavoring to prevent 
the public from feeling the full im- 
pact of recent findings of medical 
research groups concerning the re- 
lationship between cigarette smok- 
ing and heart disease. The tobacco 
corporations, whose huge advertis- 
ing budgets have long been the 
mainstay of many large advertising 
agencies, are already reeling from 


the blows that fell when leading 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Forecast 


THE ATOM AS A WEAPON, however, creates life and death 
issues. Here again the atom is no longer a scientific problem, but a moral 
one. We can dismiss any hope that atomic weapons will be withheld in 
war as was poison gas. No international agreement protected the world 
from poison gas in World War II. Everybody was ready to use gas, had 
the gas shells stacked by the millions on the edge of battlefields. The Nazi 
realized, however, as did the Japanese, that their own small compact 
homelands offered prime targets for gas, while they could never retaliate 
against such great continental enemies as the U. S. and Russia. And poi- 
son gas is a cumbersome, relatively ineffective, indecisive weapon; nuclear 
weapons are immensely effective, readily transported and decisive. 

ALL THE GREAT POWERS are now frantically preparing for 
no other kind of warfare but atomic warfare, and thus are revising their 
strategic and tactical plans, as fast as military traditions will permit. This 
process began in 1950, as we reported at the time. The guided missile age 
is just now dawning, and generals and admirals are going through the 
most painful reconditioning of their mental processes that any generation 
of military men have faced in the history of militarism. 

BUT ATOMIC DISARMAMENT has become almost impossible. 
At the beginning of the atomic age, in 1945-6, scientists called for a great 
effort to establish international controls over all atomic energy, as the only 
possible way to prevent an atomic arms race. The Russians then had few 
atomic resources. American scientists at that time felt that (1) if the U. S. 
would put its atomic stores and weapons at the disposal of an internation- 
al body of control—this international body to develop world atomic re- 
sources for the peaceful benefit of all peoples —and (2) if all nations 
would submit to inspection to prevent secret developments of atomic 
weapons, the world would thus be spared from being plunged into an 
atomic armaments race. But this plan of the atomic scientists failed be- 
cause Russia stalled on the principle of inspection and because the polit- 
ical forces in this country who still think on the tribal level have been 
unable to grasp the meaning of the atomic age. 


Today it is almost too late. The U. S. has about 4000 atomic 
bombs and Russia about 1000. Since these military stores and the urani- 
um, plutonium, etc., which both countries have, are comparatively small 
in bulk and are surrounded by protective materials to prevent radiation, 
it is impossible for inspection teams to detect secret stores unless national 
leaders reveal where they are located. 

THE DILEMMA THAT STANDS BEFORE MODERN SO- 
CIETY: To the appalling knowledge of the widespread destruction which 
the A-bombs can bring, plus the biological hazards of radiation which 
many leading scientists testify are already here and will be greatly in- 
creased by atomic warfare—we must now recognize that the opportunity 
for effective control of atomic arms, as the world is now politically con- 
stituted, will soon have been irretrievably lost. 


REALISTIC APPRAISAL of the atomic arms situation reveals 

that there are but two courses of action possible: (1) Avoid war, re- 
duce the tensions that can cause war, recognizing that peace will be fragile 
as long as it is maintained by a precarious balance of overwhelming de- 
structive power in the hands of sovereign nations whose actions are sub- 
ject to the ambitions, passions and fears of men. (2) Work for the day 
when the nations are willing to share in the creation of a supernational 
world arms authority that can keep the peace by its control of atomic 
weapons and thus with the power to enforce the peace. When a sufficient 
number of nations possessing atomic arms are willing to merge their 
atomic resources under one democratically constituted authority, a world 
police power operating under that authority can enforce the peace, and a 
recalcitrant nation, though refusing to submit to such authority, will not 
dare commit a warlike act. Only then will mankind be reasonably secure 
from the threat of an atomic holocaust. 

SUCH A PEACE does not depend upon perpetuating the high 
ideals that characterized “morning after” attitudes following a world war. 
This was the climate which created the League of Nations and the United 
Nations, both now the victims of a return to the intemperance of selfish 
provincialism as the fresh memories of war’s destruction have begun to 
fade. Men and nations will continue to disagree and quarrel over many 
things, but civilized man in an age of atomic abundance can never forget 
the threat of atomic power turned toward destruction, anv more than he 
can forget the threat of a drunken driver careening violently down a 
crowded highway. The coming of the swift motor age permitted no neglect 
of laws to protect a motor car civilization from the insane perversion of 
automotive power; thus those who advocate the need for an internationa! 
atomic authority with police power do not mean merely an expanded UN 


heightened to a greater degree of control. The police of New York or Cal- 
(continued on NEXT page) 


(continued) 


Responsible Capitalism 

(continued) 
medical research groups here ang 
abroad identified the cigarette as, 
major cause for the increase oj 
cancer. Magazine articles, ads anj 
broadcasts are being released which 
play up any opinion that can fy 
wrung from medical scientists 9 
doctors that weaken the statement; 
against the cigarette. But let y 
repeat the substance of the state. 
ment sent recently to the American 
Medical Association by the Ameri. 
can Cancer Association on this 
question: 

Based on a two and a half yea 
study of the smoking habits of 
187,766 men between 50 and 7), 
and on the cause of death du 
that period of 4,854 of the mea, 
the American Cancer Society dray; 
these conclusions: Cigarette smok. 
ing, even light cigarette smoking, js 
associated with the rise in the gen 
eral death rate. Heavy cigareit 
smoking nearly doubles the death 
rate from coronary diseases, mor 
than doubles the death rate from 
cancer. Note that coronary diseases 
are mentioned with equal emphasis. 


These statements are flatly put 
and unqualified — by the most au. 
thoritative medical associations in 
this field. As every informed person 
knows, excessive use of cigarette 
was whipped up through past decade 
by the exaggerated, dishonest out. 
pouring of high-pressure advertis 
ing. Tobacco, as used by its original 
discoverers, the American Indian, 
and as still used by that portion of 
the world which has been spared 
the application of modern high-pres- 
sure advertising, is a soothing, fra- 
grant pastime for the evening hou 
of relaxation, used moderately and 
with the protection of the long 
porous reed or water pipe. Adver- 
tising is an essential asset of modem 
life and a great force for progress. 
The evil is not in the profession, o 
not entirely in the lowly weed, but 
in the greed of men. 

Smoking in Israel: Of great in 
terest to the entire medical profes 
sion is the recent disclosure by the 
Hadassah Medical Organization in 
Israel that not a single case of lung 
cancer has been reported amon 
Yemenite Jews in Israel in the las 
15 years. Furthermore, there is a 
most no coronary thrombosis 
among the Yemenite Jews. Yet both 
these diseases are among the mos 
serious health problems in Isreal 
generally. 

It is significant that the Yemenite 
Jews don’t smoke cigarettes; they 
smoke an oriental pipe in whic 
the tobacco smoke is drawn through 
water. 

DIAMONDS & CAPITALISM: 
The news that scientists are now 
able to make real diamonds by n® 


ture’s own process, presents evi 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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Responsible Capitalism 
(continued) 

dence of the vastly enlarged powers 
which man has acquired since he 
unlocked the secret of the atom. 
The method whereby millions of 
years Of pressure and heat deep 
within the earth acts upon carbon 
compounds to make diamonds is 
now duplicated in a few minutes 
through the miracle of nuclear lab- 
oratory equipment. A profitable dia- 
mond market in the past has been 
maintained through the scarcity of 
the product, although that scarcity 
has long been artificially sustained 
by the manipulations of the dia- 
mond cartel. 

That monopoly is now threatened. 
While the first experimental man- 
made diamonds are expensive, it 
will soon be a routine matter for 
diamonds to be produced in labora- 
tories in whatever quantities are de- 
sired, for the carbon materials are 
abundant and cheap, and the im- 
measurable heat, energy and power 
residing in the atom is now at man’s 
command. Diamonds have long 
been a symbol of unchanging value, 
of rare and scarce beauty. Diamonds 
will still be beautiful, are still valu- 
able as industrial equipment, but no 
longer are they rare or scarce. The 
whole capitalist profit system has 
been based upon the balance be- 
tween demand and scarcity, but the 
keynote of the atomic age is unlim- 
ited abundance. While capitalism 
pours out its resources and energy 
to prevent communism and social- 
im from making any inroads upon 
the status quo, inexorable change 
overtakes us from within. 





ATOMIC FEARS: While “tacti- 
cal” atomic weapons tests are being 
made this spring, such strong pro- 
tests have arisen in foreign capitals 
over the hydrogen bomb experi- 
ments that no further major hydro- 
gn tests are now _ expected. 
The freakish weather experienced 
over the world since the hydrogen 
tests of last spring — abnormal tem- 
peratures, continuous rain and flood 
which have ruined crops in many 
areas — is widely attributed to the 
Pacific explosions, despite official 
denials in Washington. Responsible 
scientists in Europe state that atom- 
ic dust, blasted into the upper air 
by the vast upheavals, have inter- 
ferred with the sun’s rays. The for- 
mer French premier Mendes-France 
was especially alarmed by the 
warning of the famous physicist 
and Nobel Prize winner, Louis de 
Broglie, who said that the hydro- 
gen tests have already created dan- 
ger for all life on this planet. Our 
Government has been warned that 
we are creating more fear over the 
threat of atomic radiation than Eu- 
fopeans have ever had from the 
dangers of communism. 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


ifornia and the FBI do not endeavor to regulate the economic, social or 
religious life of the people. Police power is to curb those who threaten the 
life and property of others. Atomic power will force civilization to enlarge 
its police power to international proportions. Hence those who oppose the 
UN because they fear its influence on domestic policies and laws may be 
persuaded to accept worldwide atomic authority even though it does in- 
volve the surrender of sovereignty to make war. Yet no other surrender of 
sovereignty need be required. Naturally disputes that lead to war would 
have to be settled by international courts. 

But a Supernational Arms authority need not and should not have 
power beyond that of a civilized police power, to enforce those laws that 
protect the person and property of citizens, prevent violence and control 
the possession and use of the instruments of violence. The editor of Be- 
tween The Lines recently lectured for several days in a major atomic pro- 
duction center and found the above to be the confirmed view of the 
men most thoroughly informed on the problem of nuclear production and 
aware of the elements involved in the control of nuclear weapons. 

PEACE IS POSSIBLE: Despite the hazards involved, now that the 
age of atomic abundance is upon us, there are reasons to believe that both 
of the above objectives can be carried out. Neither U. S. leadership nor 
the Kremlin desire war; both governments and their peoples would do 
anything to avoid war although both suffer from the incendiary influence 
of fanatics and extremists within their political households. The Russians 
have indeed seen this condition of atomic stalemate far more clearly than 
the West, for, ever since the end of World War II, they have preached 
peace as the chief aim of the expanding Soviet satellite systems. 

For example: When our Government fired the first of the new se- 
ries of atomic bomb tests on Feb. 18, within 24 hours Moscow made world- 
wide broadcasts proposing atomic disarmament! This has happened before, 
and Washington has never had the wit to counter effectively. 


(continued) 


OPEFUL FORCES ARE AT WORK that lend weight to the pros- 

pect that the atomic stalemate which is now rapidly building up can 
be broken. While Russia remains fearful of America’s 4 to 1 advantage in 
atomic arms, as evidenced in Moscow’s proposals that all disarmament 
first be preceded by the destruction of atomic weapons, the time is rapidly 
approaching when each nation will have sufficient stores of big H and A 
bombs to wipe out all major cities in the world several times over; thus no 
one will have an edge over anyone else. The dilemma will be universal. 


All military and defense leaders also know that the proposed radar screens 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Dispatch From Asia 


Alice Franklin Bryant, author 
and distinguished peace worker, 
who was held prisoner with her 
husband in a Japanese prison camp 
in the Philippines during the war 
and who used her indemnity money 
to build friendship projects in 
Japan and other noteworthy pro- 
grams, is on a world tour in the 
interests of promoting peace among 
the people. Mrs. Bryant is a trained 
and understanding observer whose 
reports are meaningful: 

JAPAN: The most serious con- 
cerns of the Japanese at the present 
time are: making a living; radio- 
activity; rearmament; and whether 
and how to get American troops out 
of the country. 


Making a living is bound to be 
difficult in Japan. In an area less 
than that of California, there are 
86 million people to be fed, and 
most of it is too mountainous for 
cultivation, and has almost no min- 
eral resources. Yet, amazingly, the 
Japanese people have attained the 
highest standard of living in Asia. 

It is obvious, however, that Ja- 
panese economy can only be bal- 
anced through international trade. 
Forbidden to trade with her nearest 
large neighbors, Communist China 
and Russia, Japan faces trade 
barriers elsewhere; also, production 
costs have increased, and many 
firms are going bankrupt. Japanese 
businessmen who need markets and 
raw materials are anxious to trade 
with Red China and Russia. Any 
Japanese Government that survives 
must seek reapproachment with 
China and Russia—and yet friend- 
ship with the U. S. must be retained 

. . an almost impossible task for 
Japanese political leaders. 

Radioactivity is related to the 
difficulty of making a living. Japan 
is a great fishing nation, and most of 
its protein must come from the sea. 
But since the H-bomb explosions 
last spring, fish have been tested for 
radioactivity and many tons of fish 
have been destroyed. Some vege- 
tables have also been blighted by 
radioactive rain. 

The genetic effect of radioactive 
food and rain is especially feared, 
and this radioactivity has been com- 
ing from Russian H-bombs as well 
as our own; in fact, Russia’s H- 
bomb test helped to allay anti- 
American feeling. However, the 
Japanese attribute the contamina- 
tion of the fish to the Bikini explo- 
sion alone, since the Russian bomb 
was exploded inland. Japan shares 
the concern of the rest of the world 
over the genetic threat of radiation. 

As for rearmament, Mrs. Bryant 
estimates that from 50 to 90 per- 
cent of the Japanese people are 
opposed to it, particularly the wom- 


en, the younger people, the farm- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Dispatch From Asia 
(continued) 
ers, and the labor unions. Some 
businessmen, on the other hand, 
think it would be good for them; 
and reactionary elements favor it as 
a measure to re-establish prewar 
conditions and enhance their own 
power and prestige. And some be- 
lieve that it increases their security. 


Opponents, however, point out 
that Japan cannot match its giant 
neighbors anyway (China and Rus- 
sia), hence it might be safer and 
more prosperous not to arm at all 
but to concentrate on satisfying 
civilian needs. This, by raising liv- 
ing standards, would undercut the 
appeal of communism to the poorer 
classes of Japan, and thus keep it 
from seeping up from within the 
country. This process of subversion 
from within may be a greater threat 
than the military threat outside. 

American troops in Japan are 
viewed with mixed feelings—their 
presence seems to be somewhat less 
unpopular than rearmament, but 
probably half the Japanese people 
would be glad to see them go. Con- 
ditions in towns near our camps 
are said to be bad both for our 
boys and for the people of Japan. 
Our military installations occupy 
many thousands of acres that are 
needed for cultivation. And garri- 
sons of foreign soldiers do not make 


Japan feel quite like a free and 
sovereign nation. Some Japanese 
consider our soldiers a protection; 
many fear that their presence in the 
country will involve Japan in a war 
between the U. S. and Russia. 


Mrs. Bryant did not, however, 
observe the slightest expression of 
hostility directed against an Ameri- 
can soldier or civilian. There is 
great opposition and feeling against 
some American policies, such as 
the pressuring of Japan to rearm 
and the determination to continue 
super-bomb tests at Bikini. But in 
general this has not resulted in ani- 
mosity to Americans personally. 

POSTWAR KOREA, especially 
the areas around Pusan, she des- 
cribes as a heartbreaking picture of 
modern war’s aftermath—an endless 
slum. The fortunate and the wealthy 
war profiteers live well, but most 
of the people live in flimsy hovels 
of cardboard, matting, scrap lumber 
and stray sheets of fire-warped cor- 
rugated iron. Disastrous fires are 
frequent. The U. S. Army has sup- 
plied tents in which thousands of 
people lived all through below- 
freezing January weather. A dozen 
families share a tent, each family 
trying to partition off for itself a 
small cubicle or alcove, which is 
still open toward the central aisle 
or passageway. 

The tent dwellers, as well as other 
residents, depend for water on holes 


in the street in which water bubbles 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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and other warning systems, along with fall-out caves in urban areas, etc., 
are little less than propaganda pap for the public. Jet planes capable of 
carrying atomic missiles at speeds of 2,000 miles an hour and over are now 
in final tests, while not far off are intercontinental guided missiles speed- 
ing at 5,000 to 9,000 miles an hour. There is no warning system, no civil 
defense that can cope with such instant automatic mass destruction. There- 
fore only some form of supernational action will suffice, as mankind is 
soon to discover. The provincial minded element in our national life, who 
ironically enough seem to rule the American Congress and are still fight- 
ing the UN and all other forms of world cooperation, are having their last 
fling. In a few years they will belong with the dinosaurs. 

THE UNITED NATIONS HAS BEEN EMASCULATED so 
much — both by Russia’s veto and by America’s go-it-alone unilateral ac- 
tion — that some other channel may be needed to initiate the international 
control of atomic weapons. Perhaps an international atomic commission, 
working parallel with the UN, might provide the instrument — until the 
realities of the hour will have reaffirmed the UN’s authority. Or, as we 
have pointed out, a world atomic arms police authority may be establish- 
ed, even before much other progress towards civilized cooperation has 
been made. By the time lawlessness in the pioneer West ended, police pow- 
er had taken over the rights of any and every citizen to swing a six shooter 
from overalls or his Sunday-go-to-meeting trousers. Men still quarreled, 
cheated, fought and shot at each other but there was a limiting power that 
could curb violence, localize it and disarm those resorting to force. 

THE CRISIS IN COMING DAYS will be centered not only in 
the threat of Red aggression along the coast of China and possibly else- 
where, but in the rash reactions of a powerful clique of law makers and 
militarists in Washington, who follow the weird and contradictory policy 
of undermining all forward-looking U. S.-international associations while 
they would have us plunge — unsupported even by our allies — into an 
atomic war in Asia. Every Christian layman should be alert to educate 
and enlighten the public mind —to repudiate such leadership and elect 
men to represent us whose vision and character are adequate to meet the 
problems of an atomic age. . . . an age of abundance unlimited, or of de- 
struction unlimited. Only through such leadership can our great nation 
move forward in a manner consistent with its splendid Christian tradition— 
to build the peace for which the world so desperately longs. 


ILITARY EXPEDIENCY: The U. S. taxpayer has become the vic- 

tim of a rather raw bit of military expediency. Our military leaders 
have demanded that we embrace the bloody dictator Franco as an ally in 
the cause of “freedom,” while Spain remains a prison house of freedom, a 
land of open oppression for Protestants, Masons and anyone else who 
will not accept the feudalism and corruption of the Franco regime. The 
extent of this corruption is now brought to light by two recent develop- 
ments in the news from Spain. The Franco regime is demanding that 
Uncle Sam shell out much more money if we are to continue to build our 
sea and air bases on Spanish territory, and this after the Spanish dictator 
had already firmly agreed as to how much the U. S. would pay in aid and 
assistance to the Spanish government in return for bases. As with the Rus- 
sians, contracts and agreements mean nothing to Franco, who has already 
received hundreds of millions of dollars, but now demands that these 
payments be greatly increased or he will back out of the deal. Of course 
the demands are made at just the time it is obvious that our Government 
has gone so far it cannot back out. 

AMERICAN NEWSMEN VISITING SPAIN have also begun 
to point out that the benefit of our aid to Spain is going almost exclusive- 
ly to the rich industrialists who in turn pay little or no taxes. In the mean- 
time, the increased taxation loaded on Spanish workers and peasants is 
wiping out the economic gains which, for the first time in generations, 
promised to lift the Spanish people a little way out of the miserable pov- 
erty that has for so long been their fate. The Spanish multimillionaire, 
like his counterpart in Italy, pays less than 5 per cent of his income in 
taxes; most of them pay only a token tax while the worker and peasant 
pays at least 15 per cent, with their taxes deducted from income at source. 

So the American taxpayer is going to be drained of more millions 
to add to the wealth of the notoriously corrupt Franco henchmen as well 
as to the Spanish industrialists and landed aristocracy, who will not pay 
taxes to their own government. The senators who make such loud noises 
about the “dangers to the American way of life” hide in the Senate cloak- 
rooms when this is brought up or otherwise maintain a cowardly silence. 

Military expediency robs us of the one armament we have which 
the Communist forces cannot match — that our cause is just. 
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up at certain times of the day, ang 
the women ladle the water jn 
petroleum cans or large jars an 
carry them home, balanced on their 
heads. Even in centers like Puygay 
there are no sewers, no 
facilities, not even the most primj. 
tive outhouse. 

The problems of self-support ar 
crucial, and officials have found jt 
is easier to provide gestures of 
relief than to find employment fo 
such large numbers of people as are 
boarded in the refugee centers, 

Why do these people not go els. 
where? Many are from North 
Korea. Those from South Korg 
have had their homes destroyed, o 
their young men were killed in the 
war or are now in the South Koreay 
Army which pays practically noth. 
ing. Many relief agencies and mis 
sion organizations still are active, 
but often they must entrust pro. 
ects and funds to provincial of 
ficials, among whom graft an 
corruption are rife. But wages, even 
for officials, are often so low, ip 
flation so persistent, that dishonesty 
becomes a matter of survival. 

Corruption is not limited to th 
lower Officials, but extends right to 
the top. It is reliably reported and 
widely believed among American 
in Korea that President Syngma 
Rhee’s wife, an Austrian woman, 
owns the largest hotels in the coun 
try, as well as other valuable prop 
erty, and has substantial bank a 
counts abroad. 

It has been said that the bes 
government might be by a beney- 
olent despot, but that in practic 
a despot becomes always mor 
despotic and less benevolent. A fey 
months ago Syngman Rhee tried 
to get a constitutional amendmen 
passed which would make him 
president for life. The amendment 
required a vote of two-third @ 
more of the national legislature 
Two-thirds of the votes amounte 
to 135 1/3, and the votes cast 
favor totaled 135. The news ager 
cies announced that the amendmen 
had been defeated. Syngman R 
however, issued an executive ord 
that it had passed—his order stos 
But his popularity is dwindl 
Some people are wondering ho 
long the U. S. will continue to 
port his corrupt government. 

TO BE CONTINUED: Mrs 
Bryant’s dispatch will be continue 
in our next issue. 

WORLD LEADERS 0 
PEACE: A 20 page pamphlet 1 
available includes addresses by E 
senhower, Nehru, Adlai Stevensol 





‘Gen. MacArthur, Schweitzer 


others. It is FREE for quantity 

tribution in churches. Individ 
copies are 25c. Write to Promot 
Enduring Peace, Inc., 489 Oc 
Ave., West Haven, Conn. 








